31  DECEMBER 1758
The salt farm and that of tohacco shops we have abolished and ordered that
the customs only be collected on the articles, as it would have proved a heavy
grievance on the poor to have continued those farms and collected the customs
likewise, those articles being; essentials of life among these people ; and whereas
the arrack farm was usually farmed out for 7 years we have now agreed to
sell it only for 2 years and under the restrictions Your Honors mention to be
practised at Bombay, the Collector being ordered to visit the distillery and
inspect into the quality of the arrack and goodness of the materials. The
96 paragraph of your orders we shall carry into execution as it stands in the
letter. The administration of justice in civil causes between the natives cannot
we think be carried on by the exhibits etc., on the plan of the Mayor's Court,
but should rather be managed as nearly as possible on the plan of the Court of
Requests. In other respects we are of opinion your orders may be complied
with. We have likewise ordered a duty of 5 per cent to be collected on all
sums recovered in the Cutcherry Court and the etlack to be abolished. We
have empowered that Court to fine, when it shall appear to the sitting judges
that any cause before them is extremely litigious, but the fine is not to exceed
5 per cent more than the punchoturra on the thing decreed. With respect to
the orders for the administration of justice in criminal cases, we think they
may be carried into execution as they stand in the 99th paragraph with this
necessary variation that the quorum sit only once a week in the place of three
times which would interfere too much with the duties of their different posts
and attendance on councils, committees etc. We have continued the etlack in
criminal cases in order to reimburse the Company the charge of peons and
other expences necessarily attending these proceedings. The whole of the
100th and 101th paragraphs are ordered to be carried into execution without
any variation,
174. Having established a Sea and Land Custom Master as Is before
mentioned we have directed (to avoid all clashing between those offices in col-
lecting the customs) that every article which properly comes under the head
of merchandize and are imported by water carriage whether in ships, sloops
or boats, be under cognizance of the Sea Custom Master, and that all articles
imported by land carriage be under cognizance of the Land Custom Master
including all cloth etc., manufactured in the settlement and the articles which
enter into the daily consumption of the place. And whereas many of these
articles are imported in boats from the other side of the river and from both
above and below the settlement, we shall establish the gauts for the Land
Custom Master, one to the northward, the other to the southward of the town,
for landing those articles and annex the penalty of confiscation if they are
landed any where else. We shall likewise establish 7 avenues or entrances ^in
the most convenient place for the admission of all articles chargeable with
duties and shall annex the penalty of confiscation upon every commodity
brought into the place by any other road. Upon a carefull retrospection into
the former duties levyed, which constituted the farms now abolished, we find
on an average that the custom of 4 per cent now ordered by Your Honours will
be easier to the poor and a general benefit to the settlement. We shaU there-
fore direct that a calculate of duties agreeable to the said order be madeira
each article, and shall relieve the poor in all articles of common consumption
whenever the duty collected on them appears a grievance conformable to your
repeated commands.